

















NUMBER XXXVIL. 
By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 











To be continued every THURSDAY... 





TuurspAy, September the 13th, 1753. 





aq) did before) to extend my paper to 
<I another half-fheet. 


To Mr. Fitz-ADA™M. 





S1R, 


I am the widow of a merchant, with whom I lived 
happily, and in affluence for many years: We had no 
children, and when he died he left me all he had ; but 
his affairs were fo involved, that the balance which I 
received, after having gone through much expence and 
trouble, was no more'than one thoufand pounds. This 
fum I placed in the hands of a friend of my hufband’s, 
who was reckoned a good man in the city, and who al- 
lowed me an intereft of four per cent for my capital ; and 
with this forty pounds a year I retired and boarded in a 
village about a hundred miles from London. 


TuERE 
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THERE was an old lady of great fortune in that 
neighbourhood, who vifited often at the houfe where I 
lodged ; fhe pretended, aiter a fhort acquaintance, to take 
a great liking to me; fhe profefled a iriendfhip for me, 
and at length perfuaded me to come and live with her. 


Between the time of taking this my refolution and 
putting it into execution, I was informed that this lady, 
whom I fhall call lady Mary, was very unequal in her 
humours, and treated her inferiors and dependents with 
that infolence which fhe imagined her fuperior fortune 
gave her a right to make ufe of. 


Bur as I was neither her relation nor dependent, and 
as all that I defired from her was common civility, I 
thought that whenever her ladyfhip or her houfe became 
difagreeable to me, I could retire to my old quarters, and 
live in the fame manner as I did before I became ac- 
quainted with her; and upon the ftrength of this rea- 
foning I packed up my clothes, paid off my lodgings ; 
and was conveyed by my lady Mary in. her own th 
to her manfion houte. 


For the firft year fhe treated me with civility and 
confidence ; but in that time I could not help obferving 


that fhe had no affection for anybody. I found out 


that fhe did not love her neareft relations, who were 


highly efteemed by all the reft of the neighbourhood, 


‘and therefore I gave but little credit to all the protefta- 
_tions of friendfhip which fhe was continually making 


to me. 


Sue told me all that fhe knew, and more than fhe 
knew ;° and infinuated to me, that I was to look upon 
the truft fhe repofed in me as the ftrongeft proof of the 
highett friendfhip. But thefe infinuations loft their ef- 
fect ; for I knew by experience that there are many 
people, of which number her ladyfhip was one, that 
often have a need to unbofom themfelves, who muit , 
have fomebody to impart their fecrets to, and who, 
when they know any thing that ought not to be told, 
are never at eafe till they tell it. 


Bur to proceed in my ftory. One day, when her 
ladyfhip had treated me with uncommon kindnefs, for 
my having taken her part in a difpute with one of her 
relations, I received a letter from London to inform me 
that the perfon in whofe hands I had placed my fortune, 
and who till that time had paid me my intereft money 
very exactly, was broke and had fled the kingdom. 


LADY 
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Lapy Mary in her fits of friendthip had offered me 


prefents, and perhaps the oftener, becaufe I always re- 
‘fufed them. She had fometimes told me how defirous 
‘fhe was to do me good in any thing that lay within her 
power. But in thofe days I had the inexprefiible hap- 
pinefs of having no wifh or view beyond what my little 
fortune could afford me, and I was truly fenfible of, 
and bleffed in, the heart-felt fatisfaClion of independence. 
Imagine then, fir, what I felt at the receipt of the above- 
mentioned letter. All I fhall fay to you about what it 
produced, is, that I took my refolution immediately. I 
carried the letter in my hand to lady Mary ; but before 
I gave it to her, I told her, that I had never doubted 
the fincerity of the proteftations of friendfhip which fhe 
had often made me, and that I was thoroughly fenfible 
of the kindnefs with which fhe treated me. 1 put her 
in mind of the prefents which fhe had offered me, and 
added, that while I was not in want of her affiftance 
I thought it wrong to. accept of them; but that the 
time was now come when her friendfhip was likely 
to become my only fupport, which it would be unjuft 
in me to fufpect that I fhould not receive ; that the letter 
i then gave her would tell her all and {pare my tears: 


Her ladyfhip immediately read it over with more at- 
tention than emotion : but after returning it to me, fhe 
embraced me and affured me in a condoling voice, that 
however great my misfortunes might be, fhe could not 
help feeling fome fatisfaCtion in thinking, that it was in 
her power to alleviate them, by giving me proofs of her 
unalterable friendfhip ; that her houfe, her table, her 
fervants fhould always continue to be mine; that we 
fhould never part while we lived, and that I fhould feel 
no change in my condition from this unhappy alter- 
ation of my circumftances. 


To anybody that knew her ladyfhip lefs than I did, 
thefe words would have afforded matter of great con- 
folation; but when I retired to my chamber and reflected 
upon my patt and prefent fituation, I faw that I had every 
thing to regret in the one, and very little to hope from 
the other; and the following day convinced me of the 
manner am which I was to lead my future life. 


Wuenever lady Mary fpoke to me, fhe had hither- 
to called me Mrs. Truman; but the very next morning 
at breakfaft fhe left out Mrs. ; and upon no greater pro- 
vocation than breaking a tea cup, fhe made me thorough- 
ly fenfible of her fuperiority and my ~~ 

“ce Or 
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Lord, Truman, you are fo aukward! Pray be more 
* careful for the future, or we fhall not live long toge- 
“ ther. Do you think I can afford to have my china 
“ broke at this rate, and maintain you into the bargain ?” 


From this moment I was obliged to drop the name 
and character of friend, which I had hitherto maintain- 
ed with a little dignity, and to take up that which the 

French call complaifante, and the Englith bumble compa- 
nion. But it did not ftop here; for in a week I was re- 
duced to be as miferable a TOAD-EATER as any in 
Great Britain, which in the ftri@teft fenfe of the word 
is a fervant ; except thata TOAD-EATER has the honour 
of dining with my lady, andthe misfortune of receiving 
no wages. 


Tue beginning of my fervitude was being employed 
in fmall bufinefs in her ladyfhip’s own prefence. Tru- 
man, fetch this ; Truman, carry that ; Truman, ring the 
bell ; Truman, fill up the pot; Truman, pour’ out the 
coffee ; Truman, ftir the fire; Truman, call a fervant ; 
Truman, get me a glafs of water, and put me in mind 


to take my drops. 


. Tue fecond part of my fervice was harder. I was a 
good houfewife ; I underftood preferving, pickling and 
‘paftry, perfectly well; 1 was no bad milliner, and I 
was very well {killed in the management of a dairy. 
All thefe little talents I had frequently produced, fome- 
times for my own amufement, and fometimes to make 
my court to my lady. But now what had been my 
diverfion became my employment: my lady could 
touch no fweetmeat, pickle, tart or cheefecake, but 
what was the work of my hands. I made up all her 
linen; I mended and fometimes wafhed her lace; the 
butter fhe eats every morning is all of my churning, 
and I make every flip-coat cheefe that is brought to her 
table: and if any of thefe my various works mifcarry, 
I am {colded or pouted at, as much as if I was hired and 
paid for every branch of the different employments to 
which I am put. 


Tuts degradation of mine has not efcaped the eyes 
of the quick-fighted fervants. The change of my fi- 
tuation has produced a total one in their behaviour. 
There is hardly a chambermaid that will briag me up 
a bottle of water into my room, or a’ footman that will 
fetch me a glafs of fimall beer at dinner. 


I musT now give you an account of certain regula- 


tions which I am enjoined to obferve at table. | am 
abfolutely 
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abfolutely forbid to touch any difh that is eatable cold 
as well as hot, or that nyay be hafhed for fupper. By 
this | am prevented trom eating of moft difies that 
come before us. I muft never taite boiled or roott beet; 
and ham and venifon pafty are equaily contraband. 
Fowls, chickens, and ail forts of game come under the 
article of prohibited goods ; and though | jee brawn and 
fturgeon ferved up every day during the whole winter, 
Iam no more the better for them than Tantalus was 
for his apples ; and really fometimes I eat as little as 
thofe who dine with duke Humphry, or as Sancho did 
when he was made governor of Barataria. To this | 
may add, that I have not taited a glafs of wine in our 
houfe for fome years, and that punch, bifhop, cool 
tankard and negus are equally denied me, and I muft 
never touch any fruit unlefs when I am to preferve it. 


Tue rewards IJ receive for the fervice } do, and the 
reftraint which I fubmit to, confift in having the enjoy-. 
ment of the meer neceflaries of life, provided you ex- 
clude money out of the number. I am clothed out 
of lady Mary’s wardrobe, and I have offended Mrs. 
Pinup, her ladyfhip’s woman, paft all forgivenefs, be- 
cauie my lady chufes that I fhould not go naked about 


the houfe. 


Not being much ufed to a coach, I am generally 
fick with fitting backwards in one. This my lady knows 
perfe&tly well; but fince I entered into my ftate of de- 
pendence, I am conftantly obliged to let her fit forwards 
alone in the daily airings that we take on the adjacent 
common. 


You have already feen, fir, that Ido the work of 
moft of the fervants in the houfe: but I muft now de- 
fcend a little lower, and acquaint you with fome more 
abject employments, which | am forced to fubmit to. 


I wave already hinted to you that my lady has no 
real friendfhip either for man or woman. Her affections 
are fettled upon the brute creation, for whom fhe expref- 
fes incredible tendernefs. You would take her mon- 
key tobe her eldeft fon by the care the fhews of him ; 
atid fhe could not be more indulgent to her favourite 
daughter than fhe is to her lap-dog; fhe has a real 
friendfhip for her parrot ; and the other day fhe expref- 
fed much more joy at the fafe delivery of a beloved cat, 
than fhe had done, fome months before, at the birth of 
her grandfon. : 


Ir 
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Ir is my province to tend, wait upon, and ferve this 
favourite part of the family. I am made anfwerable for 
all their faults, and if any of them are fick, it is 1 that am 
to blame. Jt was through my negligence that Pug 
broke my lady’s fineft fet of china, and my forgetting to 
give Veny her dinner was the occafion of the dear crea- 
ture’s illnefs. \ Poll’s filence is often attributed to my ill 
ufage ; and the murder of two or three kittens has been 
moft unjuftly laid to my charge. 


1 now come to fome grievances of another kind, 
which I am almoft afhamed to own, but which are? 
neceflary to be told. 


My lady has, for her humour in her eyes (by the by 
J make all her eye water) three ifiues ; one in each arm 
and one in her back. Now it happened that her 
own woman being one day confined to her bed, I was 
-defired to perform the operation of dreffing them in her 
ftead, and unfortunately I acquitted myfelf of the talk 
fo much to my lady's fatisfaction, that Mrs. Pinup has 
-been turned out of that office, which is given to me, 
and I am afraid it is a place for life. 


Tuere was another thing happened to me laft year, 
which deferves to be inferted in this letter, and which, 
though it made me cry, will, 1 am afraid, make other 
people laugh. 


Lapy Mary, out of the few teeth fhe has left, had 
one, that had the impudence to ake and keep her lady- 
fhip awake for two nights together; upon this, Mr. 
Mercy the furgeon was fent for, who upon viewing the 
affected part declared immediately for extraction. This 
put my lady into a terrible agony; fhe declared fhe 
never had a tooth drawn in her life, and that fhe never 
could be brought to undergo it, unlefs fhe faw the fame 
operation performed upon fomebody elfe in her prefence, 
Upon this all the fervants were fummoned, and fhe en- 
deavoured to perfuade them one after another to have a _ 
tooth drawn for her fervice ; but they all refufed, and 
chofe rather to lofe their places than their teeth.or Lady 
Mary then addreffed herfelf to me, and conjured me by 
the long friendfhip that had fubfifted between-us, and 
by all the obligations I had already to her, and thofe 
fhe was determined to confer upon me, to grant her 
this requeft. I blufh to tell you that I yielded, and par- 
ted with a fine white found tooth: but what will you 
fay when I alfo tell you, that after J had loft mine, Mr. 
Mercy was at laft fent away without drawing her lady- 
fhip’s ? 


LADY 
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Lapy Mary takes great quantities of phyfic, and 
part of my bufinefs is to prepare and make up the do- 
fes; .but what is ftill worfe, her ladyfhip will fwallow. 
nothing tiil I have tafted it in her prefence. I alfo 
make and adminifter all the water gruel that the drinks 
with her phyfic, and am forced to attend with her ca- 
momile tea, when fhe takes a vomit. . This laft is hard 
duty, as it not only makes me conftantly fick, but as 
often ftains my only gown and apron. 


I HAVE now, fir, done with all my bodily hardfhips, 
and fhall proceed to a grievance, which lies hegvier on 
me than all i have already mentioned ; | mean; that per- 


pens facrifice of truth, which i am forced to make for 
er ladyfhip’s fervice. 


Lapy Mary is about fixty-five, and labours under a 
vice, which fometimes perfons of the fame fex and age 
are {ubject to; I mean that of telling long and impro- 
bable ftories. She has a fine invention, which often car- 
ries her beyond the bounds even of poffibility. She 
deals largely in the marvelous, and. whenever fhe per- 
ceives that fhe has made the company ftare a little too 
much, fhe conftantly appeals to me for the truth of a 
fact which I never heard of before; but-of which-l-am: 


declared to have been an eye witnefs, 


ANOTHER grievance. is, that my lady being much 
the richeft perion in the neighbourhood, is thoroughly 
convinced that nobody of an inferior fortune can ever 
be in the right in any difpute which may happen be- 
tween them; and as her ladyfhip’s arguments are gene- 
rally very weak, fo her paflions are very ftrong; and 
what fhe wants in reafon, fhe makes up in anger, which 
fometimes rifes to abufe ; and in all thefe difputes, fhe 
never fails to apply to me as an equitable judge, for my 
decifion of the conteft; which appeal being accompa- 
nied with one of colonel Hernando’s looks, fentence is 
immediately pronounced inher favour ; for what can 
reafon and argument do againft fear and poverty? Thefe 
unjuft judgments have made all the neighbours my ene- 
mies, who imagine alfo that by this behaviour of mine 
I muft be highly in my lady’s good graces; fo that they 
hate what they ought to compaflionate, and envy what 
they fhould rather pity. It is the fame cafe in every 
quarrel that happens between her ladythip and her own 
relations. J am made the witnefs and judge in every 
caufe, and I own very freely that my teftimony is ge- 
nerally falfe, and my judgment partial; fo that = 

the 
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the whole, my neighbours hate me, the family deteft 
me, and my lady herfelf does not love and cannot ef- 
teem me. 


You are now, fir, fully informed of the wretched life 
I lead ; and as I dare fay that there are many who pafs 
their days exactly in the fame manner, you will do them 
and me a fingular fervice by printing this letter. M 
lady takes in your paper, and lends it about to all the 
neighbours ; and there are fome features of my condi- 
tion too ftrongly drawn to be miftaken by any of my ac- 
quaintance. A common likenefs would not have been 
fufficient ; but fuch a caricatura as J have painted, muft 
ftrike and be known at firft fight, and perhaps may con- 
tribute to change my fcene fora better. But one thing 
Tam fure of, which is, that no alteration that can hap- 
pen to me from the publifhing this paper, can be for 
the worfe. I am, 


SIR, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 


Mary TRUMAN. 
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